all four cases, the labeling effect is most pronounced among first or e offenders. Early sanctioning seems to exacerbate rather than discoui delinquent self-images and behavior. Again, the effects are not ov strong, but they consistently point in a direction that would dictate aga a policy of early sanctions.
IMPLICATIONS OF JUSTICE SYSTEM PROCESSING
The conclusion drawn immediately above, that early sanctions apj deleterious in the empirical literature, certainly suggests that there ma direct effects attributable to the nature of the juvenile justice system. implication is that early responses by the system simply create more of problem to which the responses were made. Yet, by way of contrast, sometimes noted that half or more of the youngsters arrested for the time are never seen in the juvenile justice system again. The suggestio a strong specific deterrent effect therefore has plausibility.
The resolution to these competing implications may well be in assumption underlying the deterrent view that there is a relationship tween arrests and levels of delinquency. Certainly the assumption se supportable at the aggregate level for more serious offenders; juveniles who have established more clearly delinquent behavior patt are indeed more commonly apprehended. But particularly at the poii first apprehension, there is good reason to believe the apprehension t almost accidental, in the sense of being less a function of the act tha the laws of probability. The relatively unrelated patterns of adult de tion and reporting combine with the patterns of delinquent behavic yield nearly random instances of first arrest. If this is true, one would pect many such random events, as with other coincidences, not t( repeated; a 50 percent drop-off in second arrests is thus logically tributable to chance and not necessarily to deterrence.
Two or three additional points about system-administered sanct need to be considered. The first is that the system has several levei penetration that the juvenile may reach. Each contact point may, in it constitute a sanction. In addition, several of these represent pointior."
